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Harnaaz Sandhu of India is the new Miss
Universe 2021 On December 12, 2021, the 21- 4, "
year-old model was crowned Miss Universe =

2021 in the Universe Dome in Eilat, Israel

UNIVERSE
2021
WINNER
HARNAAZ
SANDHU'S
PHOTOS
FROM

FINALE
WEARING

Universe title for the first

Harnaaz has won Miss
usly been

time in 21 years. Lara Dutta had previo
" crowned Miss Universe in 2000. i TR
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Educition is o fundamental humon sight and o critical wol for empovering
womern, nproving their social wnd econpmic satuy, and promobing gender
equality: Women's educntion and litecacy are central to national development,
ns they comtribute not only w0 individual growth bt slse o tie progress of autise
commimitics. Desplte  significant  Improvements 0 rocunl veass, many
challenges remuin in enstiring equal access (o edocation for womien and girld,
eapecially in rurl and underprivileged A

This report explonss the kmportatice of wamen's education and liweracy, the
ourretst globol and nutional status, the challengen women (ice, snd e sirsiegics
that can help improve access and oppormumities for women's education.

tmportance of Women's Education nod Literacy

|. Feonemle Fmpowerment: Fducated womion have grealer opporuinitics

mmhmwmmmmmmm.ﬂ

contribute to theiv Buniliy’ and communities’ ccamoric well ey

Studies have ghowr that when women sre educated, they tid 1o curm

higher incomes, which directly improves the scomomy and reduces
puverty.

2 Improved Health and Well-belng: Educuied women are more likely Lo

informed decivions about their beulth and that ol their fumikes.

They are better equipped W undenitudd beshh information, socess

and aulrition, Mm.wmmg?ﬁmwum&wmd
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1. Reduced Gender Inequality: Education empowers women to challenge
traditional gender roles, resist cppression, and advocate for their nghts. 1t
mhlummwmkipmhmmmmm
fumilics, communitics, and mations, comtributing o grester gender
equality.

4, Enhanced Clvie Particlpation: Literacy provides wamen with the abiluy
to engage more fully in civic life. moluding votmg, understanding
political isswes, and ndvociting for socisl justice. Fducated women e
more likely to puriicipute in [ocn! governunce and take leadership roles in
thoir communitics.

5. Breaking the Cycle of Paverty: Women's education has & goneranonal
W.Mmmmmmwmmmﬂ'm
nduminmwhiﬂtiu&smhm:rmfmlhumlpmﬁndu
breaking the evele of poverty.

Global and Nations! Status of Women's Education and Literacy

Glabally, thare have bedn significant advances in women's sducation ovar the
past few decades. According 1o UNESCO, the global lteracy rate for women
ajjed 15 and above reached 83% in 2021, up from 765 in 1955, However,
disparities still:exist, particularly in developing regions e swb-Saharan Afnica
and South Asia, whera female literacy rates are below 5%

India’s Scenario

in india, substantial progress has been made in Improving wornen’s access 1o
education. The female IReracy rate has risen from around 54% In 2001 to
70.3% In 2021, according tn the Natioral Statistical Office The Indian
s rmant has implemented various initistives like the Betl Bachao Bet

;
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Padhao campalgn, which encourages the education of girls and addresses
lssues relited to gender-based discrimination,

Hawever, significant disparities exist across different states and regions. While
urban sreas shaw higher leracy rates among women, rural areas, particularly
in states (ke Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan, still have low female literacy
levels, Agditionally, marginalized groups, such us women from  tifbal
communities and economically wenker sections, face greater challenges in
atoessing educatian,

Challenges 1o Women's Education and Lteracy

L Cultural and Socisl Barriers: In many Sodeties, desply ingrained
patrigrchal values priorities bove' education over gids'. Culvursl norms
and Lraditions aften view woman's roles o5 primarily domestic, lesding
to eurly marriages, childbeoring, and Household resporisibilities that
Hinder thelt wdiicationnl pursulte

1 Econpmie Contralnts: In low-income housaholds, tirls are aften pulled
out ‘ol school to help with family chores, contribute 15 household
Income, or care fof younger siblings. The direct and indirect conts of
wducation (siich as tultion, uriifisems, and transportatinn) can prevint
families from sending thelr dauithters 1o schoal,

1. Safety and Security: In certain areas; o fuck of sale trassportation
sehadl infrastructure. and socute learning environments con deter girls
feden wtteriding school, Faar of harassmant o vislenee on the way 1o
school i @ signiticant borrior far mony girs.

B iy R Inuduquate School infrastructure: In ruryl areas, shools often lack basle

,ﬂ!‘;u‘n ,E}H facillbime sueh ax proper toflets, clean witer, and eioctriciey, A lack of
|F1." ol !

o
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gender-sensitive infrastructure, such as separate toflets for girls, an
rontribute to high dropout rates, espachally once girls reach pubernty.

5. Gender Blas In Currlculum. Educational materials and curricufa often
reflect traditional gender rofes, which reinforce stereotypes about the
toles of warmen and men In soclety, This bids can discourage girls from
pursuing higher education and non-traditional careers.

&, Early Marriage and Chiidbearing: In many communities, esrly marriage
and childbearing are significant obstacles to girls’ education. Once @ girl
ls married, her education often becomes & lower priority, leading to

anrly dropodits.
Initinthves and Strategles to Improve Women's Education and Literacy

1. ‘Government Policles and Programs: Many countries, Including India,
havie impilemanted polices that promote girls' education, such as free
and compuliory education, scholarships, and conditional cash rransfers
far girls attending sthool. For exumple, India’s Right to Education Act
guarantess free and compultory education to all children between the
ages of 6 and 14, _

L. Community-Based Initintives: Commynity engagemant programs that
ralse awareness about the importance of gifls' education ore cruchal,
Thitser Initiathes work directty with families to change attitudes about
thie valie af sducation for gitks.

1, Improving School Infrastructure; Ensuring that schoals have adequate
Facllities such av separate tolluts for girds, aroper wanitation, and clean
water Is exsantlal for keeping girls in dchool. Bullding safe, oceessible
schaols in ramots dreus can alio incresse attendance.

4. Sehalarships and Financial Support: Providing financial Incentives, such
as scholarships, free taxtbooks, and meals, can belp reduce the
econgmic Burden on families and encourage them to kesp thelr
deughters in schoaol.

% Promoting Role Modsls and Mentors: Encouraging women wha have
succeaded (0 various fields to serve as role models and mentan for
young girls can Insplre them to pursue education and breuk gender
weredtypes.

6. Integrating Gender-Semsitive Curriculum: Relurming school curricule to
Inchude gender-sensitive togles and removing sexlst contarnt can foster a
nm: Inclusive and equitable learning environment for gify and boys
- ]

7. Technology and Digital Education: Digtal sducation platforms can
provide sccoss 1o quallty education for girls in remote o dnderstryed



areas. Programs that eguip girs with digital iteracy snd technolagy sl
can alsa open naw pathways for thel education and career

development,
Concluslon

Woman's education and literacy are kay drivers of gender aquality, sconamic
growth, and societal progress. Although significant strides have been made in
Ingreasing access to aducation for women and girls globally and in countries
lke india; many barriers st exis, particutarty in rural and manpnalized
mn#nulmm Continuied offorts are needed (o addiess the cultural, ezonemic,
mdnum}mmmmmmmm

Empowering women through education bentfits not only the women
themseives but olso their families, communities, and nations. By investing in
women's education, societies can create 8 more Inclusive, equitable, and
prosperaus future for all.

Sy, i/
v A&?“"Jgﬂ‘#f'
@gj 5 ﬂ_mtﬁnl_-r-.

ISAL Copedhaiye -
h-rfﬁrqu'r Ll:r ?l-."ru’-'dl T Coiluge Mpeezi g i T P loge
ik Mg b “
ek ke B, Lufl HL s
) e .- == Flﬂ.ﬂ[ﬂ il . -u,,-.ﬂm‘ll.\
— TR = Lh_ _”'.. .H""!hl'.



Abhay Shikshan Kendra's

KRANTWYOTI SAVITRIBAI PHULE COLLEGE
OF EDUCATION (B.Ed.)




Wormeh ampowsrment refers to the process of Increasing the social, political,
economic, and legal strength of women, to ensure equal rghts to particpate in
dacision-making in &l aspects of fife. It [nvolves breaking down the barriers
that limit women's opportunities, ensuring that women hava the same scoess
lo respurces; opportunities, and power a4 men Empowerlng women &
essential for fastering gender equality and schieving sustiinatie development.

Historical Background Historically, women have been marginalized in various
sochetiies across thie globe. In many cultures, they were confined to domestic
roles; with Hmited access to education, employment, snd politicsl
participation. However, the 20th cantury saw & significant shift in attitudes
towards wumen's rights. Movemernts (ke women's suffrage and feminism
began advocating for equal rights, leading to major milestones such as the
right Yo vote, the right to education, and improwved labor rights.

Key Aress of Women Empowsrment Women empowerment spans #cross
various dimehslony of sociéty, Some bf the key areas Include:

1. Edutation: Education is ane of the most powerful tools for empowering
women, When women are educatid, they galn the knowledgs and
confidence to particinate In dechionmaking processes, pursue careets,
and contribute to the ecohamy. Education holps women chaflenge
traditional gandar roles and contributes to Improved heaith and well-
being,

2. Economic Empowasrment: Foonomic Independence B cruciol for
women's empowerment. Wheh wamign have access to empliymant,
entropreheurship, and financlal resolrcex, they can achieve autonomy
and break the cycle of poverty, Initiatives fike microfinance, votetional
training, and access to credit help woman to start their own businesses
ar secure smployment.

1 Political Empowerment: Women's participation in poiiics s critical for
ensyring that their veices are heard and that their fsues are addressed,
Politicsl empowermant Involves cresting opportunities for women to
hesled lwadesship positions and influsnce policy-making Gendar quotas in
parflament and political leadership roles are aftan implemanted to
epwre fale representation,

4. Legal Rights: Protecting wamen's legal rights is 8 fundamental aspect of
empowermant. This includes decuring rights related to propesty
ownership, Inhetitance, marriage, and protection frem genderbasad
viokence, Ensuring that laws sre Implementsd and enforced equally i
hey to safeguarding wamen's dignity and frdedom.
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Health and Well-being: Women's empowarment als involves improving
dccess 1o healthcare, reproductive rights, and addressing issues such as
bodies and health decisions, thay can lead heaithier and maore fulfilling

Tives.
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stll hinder women sMmpawsrment:

L

Cultural Norms and Stersotypes: In many sncleties, raditional gender
roles and cultural rorms st place women In subocdinate positions,
lirnlting thelr accass 1o education, employment, and loadership roles.
Gunder-based Viokncs: Women dfpund the waorld fece various farma of
violence, including dumestic violence, seiual harassment, and human
trafficking, Such violance severely impacts their ability to participate
fully in pociety.

Ecanomic Inaquality: Women continpe to earn less than man for the
sama wark and are often concantrated in lower-paylng, insecure jobn
This seonomic diwparity limis their abllity to achlpve financial
Indeperdonie and atfects thair overall empowerment,
mmumuwmhmmmnmﬁm
are bl ummﬂmﬂmmwm b rvay
countries, ocletal and instiutional barders prevent women  from

participating sgually In polities.
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Strategies for Enhancing Women Empowsrment To overcome thess
challangss, several strategies can be smployed to anhance womens
empUwErnent:

1. Education and Awareness: (ncreasing awateneis abosit gender equality
and providing education to beth men and women sbout the importance
of womgn's empowerment W key. This includes integrating gender
equality into school curriculurms and community programs.

1. Economic Policies: Governmerts ond institutions thould enplement
policles that supiport women's economic participation, such x5 egual pay
for egqual work, parsntal leave policies, and access to afardable child
cary.

3 Legal Reforms: Strengthening legal framewoni et protect woman's
rights ang ensuring effactive enforcement of laws that prevent gander-
based violence and discimination ane critical,

4, Mantorship and Leaderthip Programs: Entouraging women to take on
leadership roles through mentorship programs and leadership trairing
can help increase their rearesentation in decision-making roles.

5. Grassrools Movements: Supoorting local and global movements that
sdvocaie for women's rights can help create & brosd-based Umpact
Thete movemnents provide phatforme lor women to yoice their congerms
and work towards commaon goals




“[ paise up my viiee—not so that | can shiout, bul %o that thoss
withauta voice can be heand. . . We cannal all succeed when half of

us wre held back."
~ Malala Yiumates

Condusion Women empawerant i aat anly 8 rattar of ooyl eitce Dt
alie @ key driver for econaimic growth and development. Sotieties thit
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